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A quarter of the roof on The Lofts at USC was blown off in a severe thunderstorm Sunday. The storm also halted the USC-Stetson regional baseball game at Carolina Stadium.

Storm displaces residents, halts game
Winds responsible
for power outages, damage
Mikelle Street

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

On Su nday even i ng, a severe
thunderstorm passed through downtown
Columbia with 60 mile per hour winds.
Destroying part of the The Lofts at
USC and killing the power to Carolina
Stadium, the storm was unexpected to
most.
“Who really thinks The Lofts is going
to f lood or a tornado is going to hit?”
asked second-year hospitality student
Casey Sharpe, who is one of many who
described the storm as a tornado.
Winds became so powerful that they

took part of the roof off the apartment
complex, which is mainly inhabited by
USC students. Parts of the roof were
thrown over the parking lot, landing on
cars and in the pool of the complex. Other
cars were pushed around the lot by the
winds, causing them to collide, totaling
various vehicles.
Students who weren’t at home found
themselves confronted with caution tape
and firefighters swarming the building,
not allowing residents to go in and assess
the damages of their respective rooms.
W hile one side of the building was
relatively safe, some of the apartments,
like those of recent graduates David
McClain and Sarah Fulmer, were flooded
with rain, as their rooms were missing a
roof.

A number of students are away for
summer and have not seen the damages
for themselves.
For those who were displaced because
of the storm, The Lofts is supplying three
days in the Marriott Hotel.
“This is the first time this has happened
in 20 to 30 years,” said Ashley Haynes,
an employee of The Lofts. “It was a
microburst, and it affected everything
from here down to Bomber Stadium and
Carolina Stadium. There was also debris
and damage all through Olympia Mills.”
Patrick Price , a third-year broadcast
journalism student who was displaced due
to the damages, plans to move back into
his apartment Wednesday, and The Lofts
anticipate to be ready.
The storm caused a tree to topple onto

power lines, which in turn caused the
Carolina Stadium’s transformer to blow
— effectively postponing the fi nal game
of the USC-Stetson baseball series.
“During the storm, I sought cover
on a family’s porch.” said fourth-year
retail and sports student Tomás Glenn
who attended the game. “That is when I
saw trees limbs breaking and light poles
swaying at the stadium.”
Many game attendees left the stadium
before the storm had reached its height.
The storm caused about 4,000 outages
in the Midlands, only days after a storm
that caused power outages for about 48
hours.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Website aims to offer
students legal advice
Business major launches online service
detailing legislation pertaining to alcohol
Mikelle Street

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Thomas Cooper Library

Christian “Chris” Buckson took the top honor of $500 for the University Libraries Award for Undergraduate Research.

Undergraduates receive cash for research
University Libraries
recognize thesis efforts
Mikelle Street

NEWS@THEDAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The University Libraries Award for
Undergraduate Research recognized
three undergraduate students for
their utilization of the library.
“ We w a nt t o r e c o g n i z e t h e
research done by undergraduates and
the hand that the library has in that”
said Marilee Birchfield, a librarian at
the Thomas Cooper Library.
The award, which is divided into
two tracks, is a monetary incentive
for st udents that fosters st udent
research. The tracks are Garnet and
Black and are designed for upperand underclassmen respectively.

WEDNESDAY
67°

94°

Thursday
93°

67°

Th is yea r, Ch r ist ia n “Ch r is”
Buckson , a third-year history and
international studies honors student,
took the top award for the Garnet
Track and a prize of $500. Two
honorable mentions were named,
and each received an award of $250.
A history term paper assignment
on NATO and American Foreign
Policy started Buckson’s research. In
a letter of support, professor David
Snyder described the project as a
“tour de force that would have been
suitable for a tenured scholar,” and
Buckson plans to eventually publish
his research in an academic journal.
To complete his research, Buckson
used primary resources from the
Thomas Cooper Library as well as
libraries abroad. With assistance
from a Magellan Scholar Award

and an Honors College research
grant, Buckson was able to utilize
sources in Brussels, Belgium, at the
Parliamentary Council Archives.
Honorable ment ion recipient
Katharine “Katie” Parham , who
graduated in May with degrees in
political science and French, was
recognized for her senior Honors
College thesis, “The Aftershock:
The Effect of the NGO Inf lux in
Haiti on the State of Reconstruction,
Development Agendas, and Public
Policy Discourse After the January
2010 Earthquake.” Research for the
thesis was completed using only
resou rces prov ided by T homas
Cooper Library.
Parham, who said she applied on a
RESEARCH ● 2

Third-year business student Alex Waelde launched
DrinkingTicket.com Sunday afternoon in an effort to
provide students with an online guide to legislation
involving fake IDs, open containers, driving under
the influence, among a variety of other violations.
Waelde said that the service has a simple premise:
“Did you get a ticket? This is exactly how you can
fi x it, or this is what’s going to happen to you; get a
lawyer.”
Waelde — self-described as the “go-to” guy
in regard to drinking tickets — said the service
attempts to be as comprehensive and as accurate as
possible.
“I realized I was helping so many people that there
WEBSITE ● 2

DrinkingTicket.com

First Thursday

USC beats Stetson

MLB Draft

The monthly art
crawl along Main
Street exhibits
work by local artists, including USC
students.

The Gamecocks
are headed to the
Super Regional this
weekend against
the University of
Connecticut.

Jackie Bradley Jr. was
selected with the 40th
overall pick for the Boston Red Sox Monday.

See page 6

See page 10
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Courtesy of Thomas Cooper Library

Katharine “Katie” Parham (left) and Nicholas “Nick” Williamson both received
honorable mentions for undergraduate research they conducted during this school year.

Mikelle Street / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Vendors selling all types of handmade crafts, including jewelry, participate at Main
Street Marketplace on Friday mornings at the corner of Main and Hampton streets.

Vendors display work
weekly at Marketplace
Boyd Plaza hosts open-air
market for Fridays in June
Mikelle Street

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

R ichard Mahorsk y is only one of
the many vendors who set up in the
court yard in front of the Columbia
Mu seu m of A r t , at t he cor ner of
Hampton and Main streets, as part of
Main Street Marketplace every Friday
morning to sell his handmade crafts.
Main Street Marketplace will happen
every Friday in June from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Boyd Plaza.
Under the label “Shovel Heds Yard
Art,” Mahorsky recycles old farm and
yard materials into art.
“I read about [Main Street
Marketplace] and thought it would
be a great place to sell some pieces,”
Mahorsky said.
Mahorsky has been making art for
about 20 years and said his pieces are
specifically for gardens.
The pieces he had on display last
Friday were mostly derived from nature
as they were insects and plants, all done
in bright colors, but Mahorsky said he
can do just about anything. He said he
finds the pieces sell well in Columbia.

His pieces were only steps away from
a table covered by rocks, gems and small
wooden trinket boxes from Allen’s Gems
and Rocks. The business, which has been
going for about five years, capitalizes on
a proliferation of “rock hounds” in the
South.
Some of the pieces are made and
others are found.
“We tr y to keep all the items [at
t he Market place] eit her handmade
or unique” said Lorri-Ann Carter of
Carter Todd & A ssociates . Carter
works with City Center Partnership, an
organization that manages the Business
Improvement District downtown, in
putting on Main Street Marketplace,
which has been running for about five
years.
Before the Marketplace was held on
Fridays weekly, it had been held monthly
on Saturdays.
Creative Glass Designs was another
vendor present and has been in operation
for about two years. Kay Moore , the
owner, calls her dichroic glasses the
pride and joy of the business.
She makes the glass into beads, plates,
necklaces and bracelets. In addition, she
sells other accessories.
MARKET ● 4

RESEARCH ● Continued from 1
whim after her thesis director encouraged
her to, said that even though the event was
recent, she still found relevant materials
using online databases.
“I did a lot of the research online on
my computer in the library,” Parham said.
“I received no assistance from the library
staff.”
Nicholas “Nick ” Williamson also
received a n honorable ment ion.
The recent civ il and env ironmental
engineering graduate, received the award
because of an 80-page literature review
on traditional and novel materials for
overhead transmission line structures that
he did for an independent study course.
To be considered for their awards, the
students had to complete the research for
a credit course at the university within
the past academic year and show extensive
knowledge and skill in researching and
gathering information to create projects
in any media, according to a press release.

WEBSITE ● Continued from 1
needed to be something
online,” Waelde said.
A f ter sea rc h i ng t he
Internet he found that
“everything was undated
or incorrect.”
He saw an opportunity
a nd c apit a l iz ed on it ,
delving into research.
“ We l i t e r a l l y g e t
ever y st udent ma nual,
pamphlet and brochure
that’s provided. I’ve called
every telephone number
and used every piece of
contact information I’ve
found,” Waelde said.
The research manifests
itself in a fairly easy-tonav ig ate website w it h
cit at ions for a l most
every single piece of law
o r s t a t e m e nt p o s t e d .
This goes hand in hand
w it h Wa e ld e’s d e s i r e
to disprove com mon
misconceptions.
“T he
biggest
misconception [at USC]
is t hat when you get a
drinking ticket, you lose
you r s c hol a r sh ip, but

“Applying really doesn’t take that much
effort after [st udents] have done the
research,” Birchfield said.
All applicants submitted an application
packet including the application form, an
essay describing their research process,
a letter of support from a supervising
faculty member, a final version of the
research project and a list of sources
consulted. The packet was reviewed by
a panel of USC faculty and libraries on
quality of the project, evidence of the
applicant’s research process and personal
learning.
This year, there were no applicants
for the Black Track, which was created
two years ago when the library received
great research projects from first-year and
second-year students who just couldn’t
compete with a senior thesis projects, said
Birchfield.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

that’s not true.” Waelde
sa id. “Si nce t he site
went l ive, I’ve had a n
explosion of text messages
a nd ema i ls about t hat
misconception.”
D e b u n k i n g
misconceptions like this
may prove most valuable
to students.
According to Waelde,
t he site has a l ready
received good news. In an
email, a student reported
that a police officer had
told her t h at A lcohol
Educat ion Prog ram
classes could not replace a
false identification charge
when leg islat ion ra n
contrary to that.
“A lot of people at the
u n iver sit y h ave ne ver
gotten a ticket, so they
don’t really k now how
the system works,” said
Erica Adams, a secondyear nursing student said.
“[Drink ingTicket.com]
is great because it can
ensure people don’t get
lost in the system.”
T h o u g h s h e h a s n’t

needed to consult the Web
page for herself, Adams
said that the site provided
her with information she
hadn’t known before.
The website is divided
i nto page s devoted to
c e r t a i n c o u nt i e s a n d
schools. Each county —
currently only Charleston
a nd R ich la nd — has
it s ow n page w it h t he
legislation pertinent to it.
School pages — currently
USC a nd Col lege of
Charleston — are filled
w it h i nfor mat ion t hat
s p e c i f y t he a c a d e m ic
repercussions of various
charges.
Waelde is set to begin
ex panding t he website
with “consultants” who
will help in overseeing the
various different pages.
Currently he’s working on
pages for Greenville and
Anderson counties as well
as the Citadel, Clemson,
C oa st a l Ca rol i n a a nd
C h a r le s t o n S o u t h e r n
University.
To get the word out,
Waelde h a s c re at e d a
Fa c e b o ok p a g e a nd a
Tw i t t e r a c c o u n t f o r
t he website, wh ich
currently both have small
followings. Waelde said
this is to be expected as
many don’t want to be
the “first” to follow or
like a page but that he has
already has seen followers
increasing.
Waelde said he plans
to keep the service free
f o r s t u d e nt s t h r o u g h
advertising.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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B.Y.O.B.
(Bring Your Own Bike)

Mikelle Street / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Wanna
See
More?

Customers inspect the rocks being sold from Allen’s Gems and Rocks. The wares are
either found or created by the vendor, who capitalizes on “Southern rock hounds.”
but people just don’t know about them.”
MARKET ● Continued from 2
Carter said that advertisement efforts
Fr a nc ie Br idg e s w a s a l s o at t he
are made as press releases are sent to local
m a rk e t pl ac e s el l i n g her “ f a mou s”
media in addition to various posters and
croutons. Having owned her business,
signs.
France’s Catering , since t he spring
In addition to craft and food vendors,
of 2009, Bridges is looking to expand
the market also provides music from local
by selling the croutons she had at the
artist and will run through the end of
marketplace in stores.
June.
“I’m fairly new to Main Street, but I
think it needs more advertising,” Brides Comments on this story?
said. “There are so many things going on, Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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• 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments
• internet, water, sewer
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Thiel Fund
urges teens
to drop out

EDITORIAL BOARD

College vital
for success

KRISTYN SANITO
Editor-in-Chief

MIKELLE STREET

SAMANTHA EDWARDS

News Editor

Copy Desk Chief

KIM GAFFNEY

COURTNEY PRICE

Viewpoints Editor

GEORGE HINCHLIFFE
Design Director

Photography Editor

SYDNEY PATTERSON
Mix Editor

Violence awareness
event commendable
I n an ef fort to raise awareness of domest ic
violence in South Carolina, rival football coaches
of Clemson, USC and S.C. State are uniting this
Thursday for an event celebrating 30 years of
advocacy at The Zone at Williams-Brice Stadium.
“Victory Over Violence,” sponsored by the South
Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault (SCCADVASA), will feature USC
coach Steve Spurrier, S.C. State coach Buddy Pough
and Clemson coach Dabo Swinney as speakers,
as well as food, music and a silent auction of rare
sports memorabilia. The money raised from the
event will go toward SCCADVASA’s 23 nonprofit
agencies that fight domestic violence and sexual
abuse. Swinney, the keynote speaker, will share
his story of growing up
his brothers in an
“South Carolina is with
abusive home.
We
a p p l a u d
currently ninth in the t h e c o a c h e s ’ a n d
SCC A DVA SA’s
nation for the number e f f o r t s t o h i g h l i g ht
t he alarming amount
of women killed by of violence and sexual
a s sau lt t hat occ u r s
men — a horrifying i n o u r s t a t e . S o u t h
Carolina is current ly
top ranking.” ninth in the nation for
the number of women
killed by men — a horrifying top ranking. Clearly
no one is ever publicly in favor of domestic violence
and sexual abuse, but conscientious efforts to try
and make a difference are far too rare.
It is necessary to make brave stories like Swinney’s
known to the public in order to make a community
personally connect with victims they know and
become passionate about such a serious matter.
We encourage those who can to attend “Victory
Over Violence” on Thursday and take a fi rst step
toward lowering our ranking in violence. Tickets
to “Victory Over Violence” are $30 for students and
$50 for the general public, and registration can be
completed online at sccadvasa.org.

Twitter boring, lacks substance
Social media website simply uses
Facebook’s status updates
I’ve been a fan of Facebook since my
freshman year of college. The ability
to keep up with friends, chat, organize
events and share the next viral video
you hope entitles you to enough “likes”
to show up in “top news” has always
intrigued me. However, this new social
media craze has really gone over my
head. Now, when I get on Facebook,
I’m bombarded with links and jargon
from other social networks that require
me to join them in order to figure out
what the heck is going on. So over the
weekend, I took the plunge
and created an account on
the latest social network
— Twitter. If you haven’t
visited or heard of Twitter,
it’s a site that basically strips
Facebook of all its useful
functions. It encourages
Zach
members to indulge in,
Hudson
what I’ve come to find, as
Fifth-year
economics
Facebook’s most worthless
student
asset: status updates.
Now, I’ll admit when I
first joined, I saw how status updates
c ou ld b e put t o g o o d u s e . A s a n
economics student, I like keeping up
with stocks and investments and hearing
advice from the big guns in the markets.
I figured, what better way to keep up
with news than a site where you view
mini clips of information directly from
the source instead of having to read an
entire story? Awesome, right? Wrong.
Seconds after joining, Twitter asked
me to follow a few people who agreed
with my interests. I added a couple

recommended CEOs and investment
g u r u s , a nd I e ven t h rew i n some
sports teams and players to entertain
my compet it ive ego. I expected my
Twitter “timeline” (the equivalent of
a Facebook wall) to shower me with
rays of knowledge that would increase
my business know-how and make me
the next sports authority. I was instead
blindsided with useless rambling about
lunch, gossip and other things that I
thought previously to only spew from
the fingertips of entertainment magazine
journalists.
Trying to give Twitter the benefit of
the doubt, I waded through a full hour of
tweets, only to find myself gasping for air
in the absence of any real information. I
came to fi nd very quickly that not only
were the updates more inane than Five
Points small talk, but the conversations
were so disjointed that I found them hard
to follow. I spent 15 minutes jumping
back and forth between tweets just to
be enlightened by Chad Ochocinco’s
favorite pair of shoes and a Mozilla CEO
experience at a Greek wedding.
M ay b e t h i s sor t of i n for m at ion
actually interests some people because
the Twitter co-founder Evan Williams
himself said, “Whoever said that things
have to be useful?” I find this quote
d irect ly cor relat i ng to h is site. I n
hindsight, maybe it’s my own fault for
believing that Twitter could lead to me
to a vast pool of intellectual stimulation.
Regardless, whoever argues that Twitter
contains any more substance than the
self-indulgence of conceited celebrities’
lives and the economic elite is sadly
mistaken. Let me use this article as my
first and final tweet: Twitter #stinks.

Prominent student-athletes entitled to salary
NCAA wrongfully believes
scholarships provide enough money
In February 2007, USC quarterback Stephen
Garcia was charged with drunkenness and
failing to stop for a police officer. In spring of
the same year, he was arrested for malicious
injury to personal property. Spring of 2008, he
was arrested and cited for underage drinking.
That same evening, he was found responsible by
the university for pulling a fi re alarm. He was
also suspended earlier this spring for violating
undisclosed team rules during USC’s Chick-fil-A
Bowl and then suspended for being disruptive at
a Mentors in Violence Prevention seminar, which
is a requirement for SEC athletes.
Garcia’s extracurricular activities involved
keying a professor’s car, stumbling around in
Five Points underage, sitting outside of East
Quad drinking underage and, according to the
University of South Carolina, unnecessarily
discharging a fire alarm. This is a face of the SEC
East champions and a preseason top 10 team in
the nation?
Most of the organizations and institutions
I’ve been a part of have a strict two- or threesuspensions expulsion policy. Garcia has racked

up five suspensions. USC chooses not to remove
Stephen Garcia, and they absolutely shouldn’t
because of the amount of money at stake.
L o s i n g t he s e n io r q u a r t e r b a c k w it h
responsibilities including handing
the ball off to the SEC Freshman
of the Year and throwing fade
routes to a future first-round
wide receiver would decimate
national title chances. Garcia
is — and should be — held to a
different standard. Prominent
Doug
Remington student-athletes at cash-printing
Fourth-year
institutions should be paid.
marketing
Last week, USC’s coach Steve
student
Spurrier said, “As you know, 50
years ago there was no kind of
money, and the players got full scholarships.
Now, they’re still getting full scholarships,
and the money is in the millions.” Spurrier is
a benefactor of those millions. His salary was
around $2 million last year, which is nowhere
near the roughly $6 million Nick Saban is raking
in as head coach of University of Alabama.
The NCAA says on its website that the payment
of athletes “ignores the fact that intercollegiate
athletic programs are necessarily composed of
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next issue.

many sports, many of which generate significant
expenses over revenues.” So, we cannot pay
athletes because the money is being used to pay
for sports events that no one attends?
This is unfair. Individuals generating millions
of dollars are not compensated while sports like
swimming are being kept afloat or a soccer field
is getting new sod. Change is needed.
The payment system should be more capitalistic
with better players making more money, but
Spurrier’s proposal for $300 per player per game
is a starting point. The NCAA will combat with
this by saying all student-athletes must be paid,
not just the football and basketball players. The
NCAA is the most poorly run business in history.
The NCA A says a scholarship is enough.
It says NCA AB and NCA AF must keep all
afloat. They are idiots and the executives of
the most poorly run business in the U.S. I’d
rather buy stock in Enron after they declared
bankruptcy. The NCAA must progress because
as people become more aware of its exploitation,
the pressure will shift. No longer will it be on
the guys entertaining fans on the field but on
to NCA A President Mark Emmert printing
cash from conference contracts and advertising
revenue.

L a s t we ek , Pay p a l
founder and Facebook
investor Peter Thiel, gave
24 people under the age
of 20 each a $100,000
scholarship to “stop out
of school” and embark on
endeavors to start their
own businesses.
He created the “Stop
Doing That” f u nd in
order to find the best
young minds who are
t h i n k i n g ab out “ big
things” early in life. The
problem
is that
18 - y e a r olds are
m o r e
concerned
w i t h
f i nd i ng a
Chelsey
date a nd
Seidel
f ight ing
Fourth-year
print journalism
pimples
student
t h a n
managing
a hedge fund portfolio or
trading stocks on Wall
Street.
Thiel’s plan
encourages young people
not to conform to the
w h it e - c ol l a r world’s
expectations of a college
degree. This is admirable,
i n t h e o r y. B u t h o w
smart is it to encourage
teenagers who are barely
old enough to buy a pack
of cigarettes to abandon
the chance of a college
education and pursue a
business venture in which
they have no experience?
T he problem w it h
T h ie l’s id e a t h at
college is worthless and
rewards conformit y is
that it assumes young
ent repreneu rs are all
like Mark Zuckerberg
— know-it-alls who can
impulsively quit school
and become billionaires.
H igher educat ion
is a necessar y part of
being successful. Dale
J. Stephens, a 19-yearold entrepreneur, leads
UnC ol le g e , a s o c i a l
movement advocating a
self-directed education
rat her t ha n a for ma l
one. In a CNN column
ent itled “College is a
waste of time” Stephens
sa id, “Col lege fa i ls
t o e mp ower u s w it h
t he s k i l l s ne c e s s a r y
to become productive
m e m b e r s o f t o d a y ’s
global entrepreneurial
economy.” I would argue
that Stephens defined
exactly what college does.
A college education is
an invaluable tool that
prepares students and
helps them discover their
strengths and potential.
Thiel’s fund is risky
and doesn’t guarantee
s ucce s s. Soon , t he se
high school graduates
will blow through their
$100,000, and Thiel will
be left with 24 teenagers
complaining about being
broke and out of a job.
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“There’s nothing you can really do to prepare to
rock. Do you prepare to eat a delicious meal?
Are you hungry? Then you’re gonna eat it.”
— Jack Black
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Works by Whitney Lejeune (left) and Leslie Bennett hang at the Tapp’s Art Center and anastasia & FRIENDS, respectively, on Main Street and were featured for June’s First Thursday.

First Thursday exhibits local works
Art crawl sees diminished but
devoted crowd due to severe weather
Mikelle Street

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The crack of thunder and splatter of
raindrops certainly sent a few scurrying
inside during Main Street’s First Thursday
event last week.
“At one point,” said Eric Stockard, the
owner S & S Art Supply, “it seemed like
people were running in from the rain.”
Those who fou nd shelter inside S
& S were privy to the exhibit by Jamie
Blackburn.
Entitled “Explorator y Abstraction,
Order vs. Chaos,” Blackburn’s exhibit was
composed of mostly oil on canvas pieces.
Ranging in size, the works show Blackburn’s
interest in color and form, and while some of
the pieces like “Tension Release,” “Tuscan
Mood” and “Shades of Texture” are made

up of blocks of color, others like “Bleed”
are more like collages. The exhibit was only
one of many stops on the art crawl that has,
slowly but surely, begun to spur sidewalk
traffic on Main Street.
The crowd, which was notably diminished
due to the time of year and the weather, also
found refuge in the Tapp’s Art Center,
which was showing pieces from a variety
of artists. The center, which currently is
not open to the public save special events
like First Thursday, spans the first floor
and basement of the residential Tapps
building, which houses about 40 high-end
loft apartments. Viewers were forewarned of
the artistic nudes, some of which were shot
by Molly Harrell. Local band, The Caddy
Boyz , played in the back of the space to
accompany the visual experience.
After construction of the Tapps building
finishes and the center is officially opened,
it will promote collaborative efforts among
artists as well as serve as a resource for the

entire community, according to Kirk Miller,
the husband of the project’s facilitator
Brenda Schwarz Miller.
A block up from those two locations,
anastasia & FRIENDS hosted a group of
artists in an exhibition called “Go Figure!”
The work, which varied from oil and acrylic
paintings to mixed media, was all centered
on the human form.
Leslie Bennett, who made her debut Main
Street showing that night, chose third-year
public relations student Benjamin Plyler as
the subject of some of her work.
“I am dating Leslie, and she decided to
paint me a few months ago,” Plyler said.
Other pieces to note in the “Go Figure!”
exhibition include two mixed media works
by Matthew Kramer. The two pieces —
the larger piece named “Worried” and the
smaller named “Nude” — both seemed
to be human skeletons crafted from wire
and standing on cement sheets. The size
of “Nude,” which was a startlingly simple

interpretation of the theme, caused viewers
to come closer to obtain details, injecting a
bit of intimacy into the piece.
“I think First Thursdays are an excellent
idea for Main Street and for Columbia’s art
scene,” Plyler said. “It’s a time where folks
can come out and enjoy an evening on a
main street that has been struggling for so
long.”
In another shop, Frame of Mind, there
was artwork by DR and Kelsey Granger
that was a continuation of their show from
last month. Many viewers were anticipating
a performance by Fire in Motion that ended
prematurely due to the rain.
Preach Jacobs, booked to DJ in front of S
& S, also ended his performance early.
Many of the exhibits will continue to hang
throughout the month until the hanging of
the new exhibits for next month’s crawl.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Groovetown kicks off
Summer Concert Series
Annual event features different band
every Saturday in June, July
Hope Cormany
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the movie establishes itself as the
f irst superhero f ilm in a while
to offer more than extravagant
effects and elevated decibels. It
also strongly benefits from a wellwritten script and a well-rounded
cast, particularly James McAvoy
and Michael Fassbender.
S e t d u r i n g t he c i v i l r ig ht s
movement time period, the mutant
metaphor for racial inequalit y
continues. The film also continues
t he cent ral element of muta nt

The Summer Concert Series kicked off Saturday
at Finlay Park with Groovetown playing a variety of
popular hits. This was the first concert of the summer
series,in its 21st year. The series presents a concert at
8 p.m. every Saturday through June and July. Each
weekend, a band will perform and will feature various
genres of music. Next weekend, Sly Dog will bring some
Southern rock to Finlay Park.
The featured band this week, Groovetown, performed
a great collection of hits from all eras. The band
consisted of six members playing various instruments,
including the trumpet, saxophone, keyboard, drums and
guitar. They played hits from Marvin Gaye’s “I Heard
It Through the Grapevine” to Michael Jackson’s “P.Y.T.
(Pretty Young Thing)” and even Jason Mraz’s “I’m
Yours.” The band originates from Raleigh, N.C. and
frequently plays specials events such as weddings and
other functions. They have a wide-ranging set list full
of oldies, R&B, ’70s disco, ’80s retro, modern rock and
even hip-hop.

X-MEN ● 9
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‘X-Men’ first-class entertainment
Tyler Simpson
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“X-Men: First Class”
NOW IN THEATERS
Director: Matthew Vaughn
Starring: James McAvoy,
Michael Fassbender
Rating: PG-13 for action and
violence, brief partial nudity and
language

After the release of “The Last
St a nd” a nd “ X- Men O r ig i n s:
Wolverine”, it seemed apparent
that the X-Men movie franchise
was taking a precipitous downhill
slope. But the recent release of the
“X-Men: First Class,” shows that
sometimes it is best to start again
at the top.
“ X- Men : Fi r s t C l a s s” i s a n
excellent reboot t hat is r ich ly
layered and intelligently worked.
Matthew Vaughn, who directed the
violent and controversial “K ickAss” (2010), was wisely recruited as
the director. Under his supervision,

‘Kung Fu Panda 2’ surpasses original in laughs, visuals
“Kung Fu Panda 2”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Jennifer Yuh Nelson
Starring: Jack Black, Angelina Jolie,
Gary Oldman
Rating: PG for martial arts action and
mild violence
Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Of all of the animation studios in America, none have
had a more heated rivalry than Pixar and DreamWorks.
DreamWorks usually releases more films per year
than Pixar, while Pixar usually gets the Oscar awards.
The rivalry continues with the summer releases of

DreamWorks’ “Kung Fu Panda 2” and the upcoming
Pixar film “Cars 2.”
“Kung Fu Panda 2” surpasses its predecessor both
visually and in terms of laughs. It also contains a more
involved, darker story that deals with the themes of
abandonment, inner peace and revenge.
DreamWorks Animation fans will probably recognize
that “Kung Fu Panda 2” follows a similar story pattern
as past DreamWorks films. Similar to “Shrek” (2001) and
“Madagascar” (2005), the first story features characters
trying to achieve a dream, while the sequel follows a
story that explains a character’s origins, like Princess
Fiona’s in “Shrek 2” (2004) or Alex’s in “Madagascar:
Escape 2 Africa” (2008).
The story to the sequel is an extension from the
original that explains Po’s (Jack Black) origins and how
his father, Mr. Ping ( James Hong), could possibly be
a noodle-cooking goose. When a pack of wolf bandits
invades the village and steals its metal, Po suddenly
experiences a fl ashback of his mother and goes to his
father with questions. However, his father could only tell

him that he found Po in a radish basket and adopted him
as his own.
Afterward, Master Shifu (Dustin Hoffman) receives
word that a kung fu master in Gongmen City has been
killed by Lord Shen (Gary Oldman), an albino peacock
who has developed a gun-powered canon that renders
kung fu outdated. Po sets out for Gongmen City, along
with the Furious Five: Tigress (Angelina Jolie), Monkey
( Jackie Chan), Mantis (Seth Rogen), Viper (Lucy Liu)
and Crane (David Cross). Before he can vanquish Shen,
Po must first find “inner peace” with what happened to
his birth parents.
The animation for “Kung Fu Panda 2” is breathtakingly
complex, combining Chinese art and architecture with a
colorful palette of dazzling scenery. Storyboard artistturned-director Jennifer Yuh Nelson seems fond of
employing the style of shadow puppet animation from
the original’s opening sequence. This style of animation
is mostly used for the scenes that took place in the past,
PANDA ● 9
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Groovetown (top, left) was the first band to perform in Columbia’s 21st annual
Summer Concert Series that began Saturday and was held at Finlay Park.
CONCERT ● Continued from 6
Each member donned matching sparkly
silver suits that fit their energy, even on
the hot summer night. They performed
with great enthusiasm and never stopped
engaging the crowd, from young to old,
and persuading them to get up and dance.
The vocalist even made his way into the
crowd during “Cupid Shuffle” and danced
with some ladies having a good time on
the dance floor. It wasn’t just the vocalist
holding the spotlight — two members
playing the trumpet and sax came out to
play in the middle of the dancing crowd.
The band did a great job of maintaining
the crowd’s energy and enthusiasm. Kids
were having fun throwing a football or
kicking a soccer ball, hanging out in
the playground and even dancing, while
parents sat in lawn chairs listening to
the music. The concert series provides a

family-friendly atmosphere, and everyone
seemed to have a good time last Saturday.
Local food vendors provided hot dogs,
fresh lemonade, snow cones and other
summer treats to the crowd.
Many in the audience attend the series
every year, but the concert also drew fresh
faces to Finlay Park such as, Amy Horsley.
“I never knew Columbia threw any kind
of events here at this park,” Horsley said.
“It’s my first time ever coming here, but I
plan on coming back. This is a pretty cool
park to just hang out.”
The Summer Concert Series r uns
through Saturday, July 30 at Finlay Park,
930 Laurel St. Attendees are encouraged
to bring blankets and lawn chairs. No pets
or glass are allowed.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

HOUSING
3BR/1BTh LAURENS ST Dplx w/
stv-refg,Ha/c,water,Parking $925
+Sdep+yr lse+ ref
803-673-4591++803-561-9636
5 bedroom 3 full bath house - rental
Great for 4-5 students to share rent.
$1200 & dep. 15 min. to campus;
Chris 803-629-4484

HOUSING
Duplex apartment for rent
2 bedrooms 1 bath. Hardwood
ﬂoors. Central heat and air. Washer
and dryer. Freshly painted and new
mini blinds. 1 or 2 adults, no pets. 1
year lease. Rent 725 month, security
deposit 725. Water included. Grounds
are kept up by lawn service. Please
call James at 803-315-6456.
Email home_james@earthlink.net

EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca Seeking PM Host/
Cashier AND a Cook/Prep Position.
Apply in person at 3405 Forest Dr
after 3pm daily.
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No Exp
Nec.Training Courses Available.
800-965-6520 Ext 253

EMPLOYMENT
Delivery Drivers Needed - FT or PT,
make your own schedule, ﬂexible
hours, avg. $12-$14/hour. Must have
own car, cell phone, GPS. To apply,
email resume to blatendresse@dd-i.com, ﬁll out Potential Driver
Application at www.d-d-i.com, or
call 888-334-9675 ext. 0

EMPLOYMENT

MISC

Early Childhood dev. Majors
8am - 6pm M-F
6 mo old care - references necessary
(school or work exp)
Please contact us @ 803-521-4241
Email ryan.sussman@libertymutual.com

Cash 4 Diabetic Test Strips
Call 803 738 6554
CoolinColumbia.com is Coming!

Babysitter Needed
Babysitter needed for 3 young
children. Call 414-5784
Email julezberger@yahoo.com

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
ADAM CROSS & ERIC CAUSEY
7 p.m., Free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
“IN A BETTER WORLD”
3, 5:30 and 8 p.m., $6 matinee /
$6.50 evening for students
Nickelodeon Theatre,
937 Main St.
OCTOPUS JONES, DANCE COMMANDER
8 p.m., $8
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
THE PRIVATE LIFE OF DAVID REED W/
MARSHALL BROWN, CAYLA FRALICK &
EMILY Lynch
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, Free
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
TR AYE HORNE BAND, PICK YOUR
SWITCH, HIGH ROSES GROW
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

phd • jorge cham
“CERTIFIED COPY”
3, 5:30 and 8 p.m., $6 matinee / $6.50
evening for students
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
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Solution

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.
ACROSS
1 Jags of the past
5 32 ounces at Long
John Silver’s, e.g.
15 Actress Thompson
16 Good time for
criticism?
17 “__ of beauty
outvalues all the
utilities of the world”:
Emerson
18 Brains
19 Merrimack River city
21 __-Z: Camaro model
22 Ref’s ruling
23 “Singin’ in the
Rain” co-director
24 Caspian country
25 Refuge
26 “Works for me”
28 They may be held
up by fans
29 Wkly. message
30 Lea ladies
31 Easy mark
32 “Gunﬁght at the O.K.
Corral” screenwriter
33 Kinkajou cousin
34 Color on the Irish ﬂag
37 Group that offers free
memberships to spouses
38 Mauna __
41 Baccarat call
42 Trying to be quiet
44 Dominates
45 Villain named Julius
46 Bubblegum pioneer
47 Chemical ending
48 San Francisco’s
__ Tower
49 Eminent
50 Starts an operation
53 Jazz singer Anderson
54 One who gives things
away
55 Marlin’s lost son
56 Half-awake
57 Opera conductor
Daniel
DOWN
1 Romantic writing?
2 Bar staple
3 He won comedy and
drama Emmys for the

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution

same role
4 Nickname
for an
athletic “kid”
5 Home of A.
Warhol’s
“Campbell’s
Soup Cans”
6 1972 DDT
banner
7 They may
be fond
8 Work
basket
9 Apply to
10 Cougar, e.g., for short
11 Rick’s pianist
12 “Did we get the nod?”
13 Nodding, with “out”
14 Give the nod
20 Have
24 Clanton and a “South
Park” sibling
25 Royal Arms of
England symbol
27 Scrape, to a tot
28 Rest, as at an inn
31 Database command
32 Family nicknames
33 Pitching device?
34 Some winds
35 Unfair treatment
36 Warren’s “Bugsy”

co-star
37 Bears no
resemblance to
peanuts?
38 Be postponed
39 Previous
40 Get together about
42 Sad, on the Seine
43 Current event
around Christmas?
45 Stupid
48 Star of TV’s
“Trackdown”
49 Personal column?
51 Abbr. in Québec
place names
52 Triumphant cry

Amon Tobin’s latest album organically layered, warped
Unorthodox sounds create unique
electronica audio experience
Aaron Jenkins

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“ISAM”
Amon Tobin
Label: Ninja Tune Records
Without sounding too hy perbolic,
there has never been an album that sounds
quite like “ISAM,” the latest release from
Brazil-born DJ and electronica guru
A mon Tobin . It’s inaccurate to even
call “ISA M” music, really. Rather, it’s
an hourlong soundscape with sounds
from everyday objects, which have been
twisted, manipulated and layered on top
of one another to a nearly indescribable
effect.
Tobin, way back in the days of his
a lbu m s “A dvent u re s i n Foa m” a nd
“Bricolage,” was making intriguing strides
in the subgenre of electronica-infused
jazz music. Since then, he has proceeded
to shrug off genre constraints and forge
his way into deeper, darker and more
experimental music. With 2007’s “Foley
Room,” the most unlikely samples began
PANDA ● Continued from 7
wit h t he most v isually
compelling being Lord
Shen’s story of origin.
I n add it ion to t he
returning cast, the film
includes a couple of guest
s t a r voic e s i nc lud i n g
Jean-Claude Van Damme
as Master Croc . G ar y
Oldman — k nown
portrayer of sinister and
et h ically ambig uous
characters — voices a
very compelling villain.
His ominous voice work,
along with the character
desig n, excellent ly
complements the
character of Lord Shen,
a cold-blooded killer with
a graceful and menacing
fighting style.
Most of t he hu mor,

to construct his music. Whether it was
the sound of water droplets, motorcycle
engines, locusts or lion roars, Tobin
managed to mold it all into tracks that
were at first unique and later hypnotic.
But if that was far off the beaten path
of music, “ISA M” is farther still. The
premise behind this record is that Tobin
obtained a variety of unorthodox sounds
via his own field-recording, and then
he heavily modified them to essentially
create instruments that do not exist in
the real world (i.e., a piano where every
key is a dif ferent note of t wo light
bulbs being knocked together). Taken
individually, many of these sounds would
prove nonsensical and harsh. However,
Tobin, with his masterf ul talents in
layering, mixing and arranging, manages
to combine a plethora of natural sounds
with a touch of occasional vocals for an
album that, at its best, brings with it
emotions ranging from childlike wonder
to chilling fear.
Just as “ISAM” was created with organic
sounds, warped and fused together in a
Frankenstein-like fashion, the sounds
themselves feel very much like living
things. Tobin’s songs have minds of their
own — constantly changing, layering and
progressing onward without much need
for the artificial constraints of consistent
beats or continuit y. This proves off-

which consists of slapstick
and silliness, is attributed
to Po, t ha n k s to Jack
Black’s excellent voice
act ing. Black manages
t o i n s e r t mu c h mor e
per sona l it y i nto t he
character of Po than any
of his live-action roles.
However, there is less Jack
Black in this installment
t h a n i n t he or ig i n a l ,
wh ic h prove s to b e a
positive. The quotes of
“awesomeness” and the
fat jokes still exist in the
sequel but are restrained
to allow a larger, more
humorous story.
W h at k e e p s “ K u n g
Fu Panda 2” from real
“awesomeness” is the lack
of balance between the
huge cast and screen time
of each character. Out

X-MEN ● Continued from 7
rivalry as it presents the origins of the
contradicting viewpoints. As a prequel,
it offers excellent insight into how
the relationship between Professor X
(McAvoy) and Magneto (Fassbender)
grew from friends to foes.
The story begins with the formative
events during World War II and the
Holocaust. Nazi geneticist Sebastian
Shaw (Kevin Bacon) experiments with
a young Erik Lehnsherr’s newly found
power to control metal. After killing his
mother, Shaw learns that Lehnsherr’s
power is channeled through his anger.
Meanwhile, a young Charles Xavier
brings a young shape-shifting Mystique
( Jennifer Lawrence) into his wealthy
family.
Fast-forwarding to the ’60s, Xavier
b e c o me s a p r of e s s or of g e ne t ic s
at O x ford wh i le Leh nsher r is out
for vengeance against Shaw. They
eventually cross paths and bond loosely
after they discover that Shaw wishes
to trigger a nuclear war. Together, the
future Professor X and Magneto form a
team of adolescent mutants and attempt
to bring Shaw’s plans to a standstill.
The stor y st rongly support s t he
mov ie’s impact i nto t he f ra nch ise
when the audience begins to see the
shifting allegiance between Xavier and
Magneto. Both leaders strive toward the
social acceptance of mutants, but their
methods are completely contradicting.
The film also contains some humor
that slightly relies on relevant social
commentary, including a witty reference
toward the recently repealed “don’t ask,

of the Furious Five, the
writers gave only Tigress
additional screen time due
to a subplot within the
film that revolves around
her warm friendship with
Po. The rest of the Five
ser ve mostly for comic
relief and are reduced to
mere backup performers
in the action sequences.
For a summer sequel,
“Kung Fu Panda 2” is a
rare, “bear”able sequel
t hat delivers bot h t he
yin and the yang. Plus,
t he end i ng leaves t he
possibility that another
sequel will be made in the
future.
Comments on this story?
V isit dailygame c ock.
com/mix

don’t tell” military policy. Fans of the
franchise are sure to get a gut-busting
laugh from the cameo performance of a
certain Australian actor.
M c Av o y ’s a n d Fa s s b e n d e r ’s
performances serve as the film’s strongest
aspects. McAvoy manages to capture
the same aristocratic benevolence that
Patrick Stewart established in the fi rst
three films. The greater performance
comes from Fassbender, who portrays
an angry yet calm Magneto. While Ian
McKellan portrayed Magneto as more of
an activist, Fassbender superbly portrays
Magneto as an unruly assassin seeking
out his own personal vendetta.
Equally as impressive is Kevin Bacon
in the role of the delightfully wicked
Sebastian Shaw, a powerf ul mutant
who believes t he world would be a
better place if the less evolved were
eradicated. The lovely January Jones
(“Mad Men”) plays Emma Frost, Shaw’s
accomplice whose telepathic abilities
rival those of Xavier. Finally, there’s
Jennifer Lawrence (“Winter’s Bone”),
who brilliantly portrays an adolescent
Mystique struggling with her status as
a mutant.
“X-Men: First Class” proves to be an
excellent summer blockbuster with an
epic four-way climatic battle between
the good and evil mutants and the U.S.
and the U.S.S.R. Indeed, “X-Men: First
Class” is first-class entertainment.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

putting for many listeners, as it is difficult
to digest the onslaught of unfamiliar
sounds “ISA M” hurls forth. A nd it is
certainly valid to say that at many times
the album sounds overly cluttered and
chaotic, such as in the dubstep-inspired
track “Goto 10”. But at the same time,
this is what makes “ISAM” such a freeing
and occasionally exciting experiment
of music. Pretentious as it may sound,
“ISAM” is best appreciated as a personal
audio experience. It demands headphones
be worn and undivided attention be given.
The biggest issue with the album is that
its forays into unfamiliar audio territory
occasionally feel overindulgent, to the
point where discovering any emotion
within the music feels like a chore. The
almost six-minute track “Night Swim,”
found near the record’s end, fleetingly
sk ips in and out of differing sounds
without really ever giving any indication
of where it’s heading.
Listeners shouldn’ t expect “ISAM’s”
tracks to stand up strongly on their own
(with the exceptions of the triumphant
“Journeyman” and the nostalgic “Lost
& Found” — high points of the record)
and certainly shouldn’t expect the album
to mesh well w it h ot her music in a
randomized playlist. The album is its own
self-contained universe and best listened
to as one 50-minute stretch of audio.

Courtesy of amontobin.com

Even the most intrigued of listeners might
not return to the haunting audioscapes
of “ISAM” as frequently as they would
other albums, but such is the case with
all experimental music. “ISAM” expects a
lot from its audience, but it also gets more
enjoyable with every listen. Those willing
to spend the time and effort to appreciate
it will certainly be rewarded.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Rosebuds release emotionally
unrelatable LP after divorce
“Loud Planes
Fly Low”
The Rosebuds
Label: Merge Records

Thad Moore

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W he n t he m e m b e r s
of a musical duo marry,
it m a rk s a s ig n i f ic a nt
commitment to each other
and to their craft. Perhaps,
though, Ivan Howard and
Kelly Crisp, who comprise
Raleigh-based indie rock
group The Rosebuds, have
topped even that level of
commitment.
That is, of cou rse,
because t heir f if t h LP,
“Loud Planes Fly Low,”
released Tuesday, marks
the first album following
their divorce. It will come
as no surprise, then, that
t h i s a lbu m — m a rke d
by it s somb er, w ist f u l
and personal tones — is
inspired largely by t he
emotions and reminiscence
involved in the dissolution
of marriage.
These attributes give
“Loud Planes” a great deal
of character and a strong
feeling of authenticity, but
at times they are also its
downfall.
“ C o v e r E a r s ,” t h e
album’s penultimate track
and the source of its title,
sees Howard yearning over
a memor y, presu mably
with Crisp and with a sign
that warns, “Cover ears:
loud planes fly low.” The
specifics of that experience
and its impact on Howard
are mostly awash in the sea
of ambiguity this record
creates. On “Second Bird
of Paradise,” for example,
Howard sings that “she

f loats like a bird in the
c a nopy ” w it h a sof t ,
distant tone that matches
his vagueness. In a sense,
The Rosebuds are so
deeply personal here that
they leave listeners little to
connect with emotionally.
I t ’s b e c a u s e o f t h i s
that the album’s biggest
impact comes not from
the lyrics but their overall
feel. A nd by that test, it
is one melancholy affair.
How a r d’s a nd C r i s p’s
vocals mostly var y
between distant reflection
and emotive intensit y, a
d iversit y suppor ted by
t heir vocal ra nges a nd
changes in production.
Similarly, The Rosebuds’
instrumentation is usually
fairly minimalist — guitar,
d r u m s a nd o c c a s ion a l
keyboards — but they don’t
avoid f lourishes of lush,
multi-instrument sections
that include ever ything
from a violin and an organ
to a x ylophone a nd a n
accordion. This disparity
in production is evident
in the divide between the
st ripped-dow n and raw
“Without a Focus” and the
surprising immediacy of
“Go A head” and “Come
Visit Me.”
One negatively striking
feature of their sound is
how similar their brand

of indie rock, with its folk
and country influences and
pop sensibility, is to other
acts.
“Limitless Arms” could
slip into Band of Horses’
album “Cease to Begin”
nearly seamlessly, while
other tracks feel somewhat
indebted to artists like Bon
Iver, The Antlers, Andrew
Bi rd a nd T he W h itest
Boy Alive, among others.
Certainly, The Rosebuds
a re i n g o o d c omp a ny,
but somewhere along the
line, they begin to feel the
slightest bit derivative.
Making this album was
almost certainly a cathartic
experience for Howard and
Crisp, and there’s a degree
of risk inherent in that.
It can be received either
as a relatable catharsis for
its listeners or as overly
personal and specific to
t he circu mstances t hat
inspired it. Though its
subject matter has a great
deal of potential for artistic
expression, Howard, Crisp
and their wistful vagueness
have pushed “Loud Planes
Fly Low” firmly within
that latter category, leaving
listeners with an album as
emotive as it is detached.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix
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The South Carolina Gamecocks defeated the Stetson University Hatters 8-2 on Monday, securing USC’s placement in the Super Regional round of the NCAA Tournament.

Gamecocks trounce Stetson Hatters
USC to face UConn
in Columbia Super Regional
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It took longer than it would’ve liked,
but for the second straight year, South
Carolina is heading to the Super Regional
round of the NCAA Tournament.
After opening the weekend with backto-back wins, the Gamecocks overcame
a severe weather delay and a seventhinning, bases-loaded rally to top Stetson
8-2 en route to their ninth Regional
Championship since 2000.
“They were a very difficult opponent,”
USC coach Ray Tanner said. “They were
tough to get out. That seventh inning,
they put together so many quality at-bats.
Escaping with only one run from that
inning was the difference in the game for
me.”
The defending national champions
didn’t waste any time getting started
on the offensive end of the Regional’s
deciding victory. Playing as the away
team, Carolina jumped out to an early
1-0 lead behind a solo home run from
Evan Marzilli on the second pitch of the
game. The sophomore would manage to
drive in another run on a sacrifice fly in
the third, regaining the advantage for the

Gamecocks after a one-run fi rst inning
for Stetson.
A f ter adding t wo more, USC
appeared to be on the verge of taking a
commanding lead when Robert Beary
made his way to the plate with the bases
loaded in the top of the fifth. As the
eventual Regional MV P stepped into
the batter’s box, however, the umpires
signaled for the game to be stopped after
receiving word of an approaching storm.
For the better part of the next hour,
heavy rain and wind whipped through
Carolina Stadium, blowing t he tarp
across the infield and knocking the power
out in the surrounding area. With no
lights to play under and debris littering
the field, the game was suspended until
1 p.m. the following day, leaving Beary
with 16 hours to ponder over a potentially
game-changing at-bat.
“It was funny because I was kind of
wired [Sunday night], so I took a couple
Tylenol PMs, and every time you take one
of those drowsy pills, you dream a little,”
Beary said. “I actually had a dream that I
hit a ball off the rail, and they gave me a
ground-rule double like they did to [first
baseman Christian Walker] earlier in the
year, so that was actually kind of funny.”
That dream wouldn’t come to pass,
howe ver. Re s t a r t i ng pl ay Mond ay
afternoon, Beary hit a pop fly behind the
plate, putting an abrupt end to the rally

and keeping Stetson’s hopes alive.
Two innings later, the Hatters began to
string together a rally, loading the bases
after right-hander John Taylor allowed
a one-out walk. In danger of losing the
three-run advantage, the Gamecocks
went to closer Matt Price, a hero in a
si m i la r scena r io du r i ng la st yea r’s
postseason run.
St e t s o n i n f ie lde r Rob e r t C r e w s
ma naged to br i ng i n one r u n af ter
reaching base on a throwing error by
Adrian Morales, but despite a pair of
battles in the next two at-bats that saw Ben
Carhart and Nick Rickles continuously
foul off pitches, Price escaped the inning
with the lead still intact.
“Without a doubt, they would not miss,”
Tanner said. “[Price] would make a good
pitch and they would foul it off, and so
many times when hitters continue to foul
pitches off, they win battles. Fortunately,
he’s been in that circumstance many
times in his career here. I hate to put him
in those situations all the time, but that’s
what he’s accustomed to, and it was a
tremendous inning for us.”
With the threat neutralized, Carolina
proceeded to put the Hatters away for
good wit h a four-r un nint h inning,
capped off with another big swing from
Beary. Following an RBI sacrifice f ly
and single from Jake Williams and Peter
Mooney, respectively, Beary launched a

pitch to deep left-center field that Spencer
Theisen couldn’t manage to hold onto,
allowing two more runs to score to secure
the 8-2 victory.
In spite of the productive weekend that
included a 2-1 win over Georgia Southern
and an 11-5 win over Stetson in their fi rst
two games, the Gamecocks’ sights remain
set on a higher prize than a Regional title.
“I mean, it is big,” Price said, “but at the
same time, we’re just trying to win and
keep winning and try to get to that main
goal at the end.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

COLUMBIA SUPER
REGIONAL SCHEDULE
USC vs. UConn

Game 1:

Saturday at 6 p.m. on ESPN2

Game 2:

Sunday at 7 p.m. on ESPNU

Game 3 (if necessary):

M o n d ay a t T BA o n E S PN o r
ESPN2

Beary earns Columbia Regional’s Most Valuable Player honor
Senior outﬁelder displays
stellar performances over weekend
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The most lauded player in the Columbia Regional
wasn’t the popular Scott Wingo or the streak ing
Christian Walker, but senior Robert Beary, who has been
a quiet and consistent contributor for the Gamecocks all
season.
While Beary doesn’t usually make a lot of noise on
offense, he put on a show this weekend, having fans on
the edges of their seats with every at-bat and earning the
regional’s Most Valuable Player honor.
Against Georgia Southern in USC’s first regional
game, Beary tallied one of the mere four hits allowed
by the Eagles. In the second and third games for the
Gamecocks, however, Beary found his stride.
Beary started Saturday night with a double before,
with bases loaded and two outs in the bottom of the
third, Beary got just the second South Carolina grand
slam of the season to pull away from the Stetson Hatters.
On Sunday, Beary had a lead-off triple in the third
inning, eventually getting the second Gamecock run
of the night. At his next at-bat, Beary had a base hit to
bring Adrian Morales home. Against the Hatters, Beary
totaled five RBI and two runs.
“Sometimes people get the luck of the draw, and I was
lucky to have the opportunity to play and catch and hit,”
Beary said. “I was locked in, and I got some good swings
on some balls, and pitchers made some mistakes and left
some balls up.”
Joining Beary on the All-Tournament Team from USC

were first baseman Walker, second baseman Wingo,
third baseman Morales, outfielder Evan Marzilli and
pitcher Michael Roth.
From other teams in the regional, Stetson shortstop
Mark Jones, N.C. State outfielder
Brett Williams, Stetson outfielder Mitchel Brennan,
N.C. State utility Harold Riggins and N.C. State pitcher
Cory Mazzoni also made the team.
Though Beary’s at-bats may have earned him the
regional’s top honor and had fans anticipating his next
trip to the plate, for South Carolina coach Ray Tanner,
it’s Beary’s versatility on defense that has made him an
asset all season.
“I’m not sure where we would be right now without
Robert Beary,” Tanner said. “With the things that we’ve
been going through on the field and having to move
guys in and out and all around, Robert Beary’s been the
constant for us.”
Marzilli shining in postseason once again: With
last postseason marking the coming out for outfielder
Evan Marzilli, it’s not surprising that he’s reclaiming his
title as Mr. June once again.
Moved into the leadoff role by Tanner, Marzilli had
three hits with two RBI and two runs in two games
against Stetson after going 0-for-4 against Georgia
Southern on Friday night. On the second pitch of
Sunday’s game six against Stetson, Marzilli homered for
just the third time this season.
“Going to the plate leading off the inning, your main
goal, obviously, is to get on base,” Marzilli said. “I was
lucky enough to work the count a little bit and get a good
pitch to hit.”
Gamecocks taken early in the MLB Draft: Amid
the regional victory for South Carolina, the fi rst two
days of the MLB draft saw several Gamecocks taken.

Off the board fi rst was outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr.,
who’s been sidelined since injuring his wrist against
Mississippi State earlier this season. Despite the injury,
Bradley was taken No. 40 overall by the Boston Red Sox.
“We’re going to have a number of guys drafted, and
certainly some signees as well,” Tanner said. “We have a
very talented recruiting class, and we’re probably going
to take a few hits in there.”
Closer Matt Price was drafted in the sixth round with
the No. 184 pick by the Arizona Diamondbacks. Wingo
followed, being drafted by the Los Angeles Dodgers
with the No. 344 pick in the 11th round.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Senior Robert Beary earned South Carolina’s second grand
slam of the season against the Stetson Hatters on Saturday.

